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O. Motkov 

«SELF»  AS  A  NATURAL  PERSONALITY  MECHANISM 

This article describes a new understanding of «Self» as a natural personality 
mechanism. It is represented by a structure that consists of three dynamic, 
continuously acting fields (networks), that are located at three key levels of 
personality. These are the Primary Self, Secondary Self, and Operating Self. They 
carry out the general functions of scanning the states of their level’s components, 
integrating and coordinating their labels, evaluation and selection of priority 
striving (or motive), and transferring of its label and accessory labels from the first 
and second levels to the level of Operating personality. The latter level is 
responsible for building a plan for executing behavior  and turning on its 
implementation. Neurophysiological correlates of the mechanism of «Self» are also 
presented . These correlates include locus coeruleus («Sky-blue spot») in the 
mesencephalon, some of the areas of the limbic system, area 46 and other zones of 
the prefrontal cortex. The development of mechanisms of «Self» occurs via 
maturation of the functions of the Operating and Primary Self  and the appearance 
of a large number of formations of Secondary Self. With age, there is an increasing 
reliance on reason, working «in one’s head», and experience.  

Key words: personality structure, structure of «Self», labels for personality 
characteristics, attributes and functions of Primary Self, Secondary Self, Operating 
Self, neuropsychological areas of «Self», development of «Self». 
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