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I. Krasilnikov 

EXISTENTIAL CONFLICT OF THE SUBJECT IN K. JASPERS’S SIGHTS 

K. Jaspers as the existential-ontological philosopher and the psychologist in 

his researches pays much attention to the questions: What is the measure of 

person’s ability to be free? Where are the borders of this freedom in his/her vital 
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situation? The philosopher does an accent on the importance of understanding by 

the person of threat from vital world. The internal conflict, according to his point of 

view, is the result of impossibility to sustain the requirement of vital situations. 

In his works K. Jaspers does the important remark, that authentic 

communications, unlike artificial communications, are based on trust, instead of 

authority and obedience. The subject is capable to resolve the internal conflicts 

through the existential, authentic communications. As the K. Jaspers correctly 

emphasizes, there is no authenticity outside of the communications and outside of 

freedom. In openness to others, to the history of his/her life person comes back to 

understanding of him/herself, of self-creating motivation. An attribute of conscious 

“I” is a feeling of activity and comprehension of him/herself as an active essence. 

Through acceptance of authentic historicity of life the overcoming of internal 

conflict is possible. When the subject comprehends the validity in reality then this 

knowledge will be capable to generate a spiritual force. 

It is underlined, that the basic theme of K. Jaspers’s studies was the 

ontological problem: How subject can find authenticity and the consent with the “I” 

and external world? In his works K. Jaspers accents on importance of gaining 

freedom and overcoming of fear. The philosopher speaks about spiritual boundary 

situations which basically are impossible to avoid. K. Jaspers claims the person to 

be in touch with existential, authenticity; otherwise the degradation of the person 

and depressions will occur. 

Basing on the deep analysis of psychological essence of a person, K. Jaspers 

postulates that life experience opens a way to original existence, to understanding of 

self-life in spiritual situations.  

Key words: K. Jaspers, an existential conflict of the subject, boundary 

situations, will to freedom, authenticity, understanding. 
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