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I. Petrovska  

CIVIC IDENTITY: THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL 

FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

Civic identity is seen as a socio-psychological construct that occurs in the 

process of subjective reflection and active construction of social reality by a citizen. 

In this social reality, community of citizens and the state with its organizational 

environment, which should set the general values of life, focus in the outside world 

supplying relatively structured information, generate a sense of security, promote 

psychological well-being, self-fulfillment, etc, are important. As civil identity reflects 

the idea of an individual about the affiliation to a community of citizens, public 

formation, civil society structures and ideas about these formations and structures, 

we consider the theory of social representations to be promising for its research. 

Determination of the core of social representations of categories such as "national," 

«community of citizens», «civil society», «state», «historical past», etc., due to 

historical, social and ideological conditions of the existence of the Ukrainian people 

is extremely important today, when the social and political values, social processes 

and institutions are being transformed, social mobility, which is manifested in 

frequent changes of social roles and movements in the social space, is increasing. It 

is necessary to consider the problems of civic identity in their relationship with the 

processes of political, informational and socio-cultural globalization: how civic 

identity can combine the features of abstraction (non-attachment to the 

characteristics of the territory, ethnicity, religion) and specificity (i.e. remain 

functional, effective, influential in the context of other personal formations). The 

phenomenon of civic identity should be studied in the context of rapid and sometimes 

unpredictable dynamics, trends towards abstraction, formation of super-civil 

identities, and that is constructivist paradigm that has this high theoretical and 

practical potential. 

Keywords: identification, civic identity, construction of reality, social 

representations, discourse analysis. 
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