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V. Shevchuk 

THE PROBLEM OF IDENTIFICATION OF SCIENTIFIC SCHOOLS  

IN PSYCHOLOGY  

There are three types of associations in psychology that are supposed to be 
scientific school: 

- organizational - associated research team, that focuses only on study of a 
problem, category followed by forming of concepts;  

- research association which is based on some common principles (worldview, 
theoretical, methodological etc.) and develops a special range of issues (so called 
“invisible college» pursuant to A. Petrovskyi); 

- pedagogical and educational association which is based on its own scientific 
research results, traditions and certain theoretical positions. 

Overall, there is a tradition in psychology to separate scientific schools 
geographically (Kyiv school, Leningrad school, Lviv-Warsaw school, Moscow 
school, Odessa school, Kharkiv school etc), according to personal research area  
(the school of L. Vyhotskyi, the school of H .Kostiuk. the school of V. Moliako, 
the school of Rubinshtein, the school of D. Uznade) and according to subject 
research area (scientific school of social psychology, history of psychology and 
psychology of behavior, engineering psychology and labor psychology; the theory of 
practice of psychological assessment; ontologically oriented psychologies  and 
individual potential psychologies; social work and training technologies practice in 
socionomy professionals education; deviant behavior problems etc.). 

Taking into consideration different approaches to the concept of «scientific 
school» and its characteristics, we note that scientific school is an informal, 
subordinated, creative, active and dynamic collaboration of highly-qualified like-
minded researchers under the guidance of leader, that work on common scientific 
issue based on certain organizational structure. 

Keywords: scientific school, signs of psychological scientific school: formal, 
structurally informative, geographic and ethno psychological. 
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