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T. Mandzyk 

TO THE PROBLEM OF PLACE IDENTITY: THEORETICAL ASPECT 

This paper examines the role of place and identity processes. There is 
sufficient research to show that people have strong attachments to places (local, 
regional and national) which become part of who they are, and where they feel they 
can be themselves and to some degree part of how they present and express 
themselves. 

Place identity has some peculiarities: dynamic, given both change in identities 
and places, multiple, recognizing both stability and change, varied in scale (identity 
to city, town, country etc.) In this paper, place identity is conceptualized as an 
overarching concept that expresses the interrelationships between a person’s 
identity, values and behaviors, and their constructions of the physical world.  

The research in this area provides evidence of the importance of place for 
people’s identity, making it important to understand the impacts of environmental 
and place-based changes. A useful theoretical framework that has been used in the 
context of threats to identity and place is theoretical model of Breakwell. Breakwell 
suggests that changes in the social world are assimilated, accommodated and 
evaluated in relation to four key principles. Firstly distinctiveness - the desire to 
maintain personal distinctiveness or uniqueness. Secondly, self-efficacy, which is the 
individual’s belief that person has the abilities to meet the demands of the situation 
and which is a measure of personal agency. Thirdly, continuity, which is the desire 
to maintain continuity between past and present self-concepts. Finally, self-esteem, 
which refers to a positive evaluation of self or the group with which you identify or, 
in terms of home, the sense of pride in that home or of living in a nice area. 

Key words: place identity, local identity, distinctiveness, continuity, self-
esteem, self-efficacy, place. 
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