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I. Titov 

THE PROBLEM OF THE LAW IN POSTNONCLASSICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

In the article an attempt to explicate main aspects of the law as a result of 
cognitive activity under the conditions of postnonclassical transformation of 
psychological science was made. The volume of the notion “law” was clarified as 
well as the peculiarities of its interconnection with other semantically close notions, 
first of all with the notion “regularity”, were discussed. 

The notion “law” is considered to be essential, general, regular, and invariant 
relations between objects (sides of the objects), which define structural peculiarities 
of these objects, their functioning and development. There are empirical and 
theoretical, dynamical and statistical laws. Empirical laws are grounded on 
empirical generalizations – substantial expressions made either in the language of 
certain scientific discipline, or statistical expressions based on the inductive 
analysis of relevant facts. The explanation of empirical laws is made by means of 
theoretical laws, which reveal deep inner connections of the processes. Dynamical 
laws reflect casual relations between isolated, autonomic phenomena. Unlike 
dynamical laws, statistical laws do not reveal synonymous strict determinations 
between facts, but their probable connection. In that context regularity points some 
dominating tendency in system transformation or development. 

The main methodological function of psychological laws and regularities is to 
explain scientifically researched phenomena. Within the framework of 
postnonclassical rationality this methodological function gains probable-statistical 
features, determined by structural-genetic characteristic of the systems, researched 
by postnonclassical psychology. The immanent openness of such systems, permanent 
informational exchange with environment, increasing of their new organizational 
levels lead to a number of connections between the elements and provide to the 
growth of the system’s structural-functional complicity. As the result, new 
regularities, which do not suppose synonymous determination, appear. Modeling of 
such regularities is based on the verbal and logic-mathematical description of those 
system-forming tendencies and mechanisms, which provide stable functioning and 
self-regulation of the system processes. 

Key words: postnonclassical psychology, law, regularity, complex self-
developing systems, ideal model. 
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